
 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline 

Music is a unique art form that uses sound and silence as a means of personal expression. It allows for the 
expression of the intellect, imagination and emotion and the exploration of values. Music occupies a significant place 
in everyday life of all cultures and societies, serving social, cultural, celebratory, political and educational roles.  

The study of music combines the development of cognitive, psychomotor and affective domains through making and 
responding to music. The development of musicianship through making (composition and performance) and 
responding (musicology) is at the centre of the study of music.  

Through composition, students use music elements and concepts, applying their knowledge and understanding of 
compositional devices to create new music works. Students resolve music ideas to convey meaning and/or emotion 
to an audience.  

Through performance, students sing and play music, demonstrating their practical music skills through refining solo 
and/or ensemble performances. Students realise music ideas through the demonstration and interpretation of music 
elements and concepts to convey meaning and/or emotion to an audience.  

In musicology, students explain the use of music elements and concepts, analysing music in a variety of contexts, 
styles and genres. They evaluate music through the synthesis of analytical information to justify a viewpoint.  

In an age of change, Music has the means to prepare students for a future of unimagined possibilities; in Music, 
students develop highly transferable skills and the capacity for flexible thinking and doing. Literacy in Music is an 
essential skill for both musician and audience, and learning in Music prepares students to engage in a multimodal 
world.  

Semester 2 2022 
Unit 4: Narratives 
In Unit 4, students focus on their emerging voice and style through making and responding to music. They understand 
that music elements can be manipulated to expressively communicate narrative. The narrative may appear as music 
alone, or in conjunction with film, video game, or similar. Through the combination of music and narrative, composers 
can provoke strong emotional responses from audiences. The unit aims to develop a more sophisticated understanding 
of how music elements have been manipulated for specific storytelling purposes. 
 
In this unit, students develop their understanding about the expressive powers of music to convey narrative through 
setting (in time and place), characterisation, drama and/or action, mood or atmosphere in film and television, video 
games, music theatre, opera and program music. 
  
Assessment: 

IA3 EA 
Musicology & Performance OR Musicology & Composition Examination (Musicology) 
Multimodal. Performance live or recorded; Composition sound recording 
or score 

Written extended response to 
stimulus 

Multimodal presentation: 6-10 minutes or 10-15 digital pages/slides 
Performance: 2-3 minutes 
Composition: At least 1 minute 
Performance statement or statement of compositional intent: 200-400 
words (written) or 1-2 minutes (filmed oral or audio) 

2 hours + 20 minutes planning 
time 
800-1000 words 

1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9 
OR 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10 

2, 4, 6, 8 

 

 

Semester 2 Course Overview 
Faculty:   The Arts 

Subject:  Music 

Year level:  12 

 


