
 

 

 

 

 

Modern History is a discipline-based subject where students examine traces of humanity’s recent past so they may form their 
own views about the Modern World. Through Modern History, students’ curiosity and imagination is invigorated while their 
appreciation of civilisation is broadened and deepened. Students learn that the past is contestable and tentative. They discover 
how the past consists of various perspectives and interpretations. Modern History distinguishes itself from other subjects by 
enabling students to empathise with others and make meaningful connections between the past, present and possible futures. 
 
Modern History has two main aims. First, Modern History seeks to have students gain historical knowledge and understanding 
about some of the main forces that have contributed to the development of the Modern World. Second, Modern History aims to 
have students think historically and form a historical consciousness in relation to these same forces. Both aims complement and 
build on the learning covered in the Australian Curriculum: 7–10 History. The first aim is achieved through the thematic 
organisation of Modern History around four of the forces that have helped to shape the Modern World — ideas, movements, 
national experiences and international experiences. In each unit, students explore the nature, origins, development, legacies 
and contemporary significance of the force being examined. The second aim is achieved through the rigorous application of 
historical concepts and historical skills across the syllabus. To fulfil both aims, Modern History uses a model of inquiry learning. 
 

Unit 4  

In Unit 4, students form their own knowledge and understanding about international experiences that have emerged in the 
Modern World. The international experiences examined may include responses to cultural, economic, ideological, political, 
religious, military or other challenges that have gone beyond national borders. They consist of situations where, for example, 
two or more nations or regional groups: come into conflict with each other (directly or via proxies); form a common union, 
treaty or commerce-based arrangement; engage with a subnational or transnational organisation; experience the effects of a 
global or regional trend. Students apply historical concepts and historical skills to explore the nature, origins, development, 
legacies and contemporary significance of these international experiences within selected historical contexts.  

Key inquiry questions to guide this unit: 
• To what extent did the international experiences under investigation help to shape the Modern World? 
• How did these international experiences influence the development of the Modern World?  

Students will complete two topics –  

• Topic 8: Cold War, 1945–1991 (Yalta Conference begins – Soviet Union ends) 
 Aspect of the Topic: Cuban Missile Crisis  

• Topic 1: Australian engagement with Asia since 1945 (World War II in the Pacific ends)  
 Aspect of the Topic: Australian Involvement in Vietnam  

 
Assessment:  Summative assessment to be submitted in Year 12 
IA3: Investigation — historical essay based on research (25%)  
 
EA: Examination — short responses to historical sources (25%)  

 

 

 

Course Overview 

Faculty:   Humanities 

Subject:  Modern History 

Level:   Senior – Year 12 

 


