
 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline 

Visual Art students have opportunities to construct knowledge and communicate personal interpretations by 
working as both artist and audience. In making artworks, students use their imagination and creativity to 
innovatively solve problems and experiment with visual language and expression. Students develop knowledge and 
skills when they create individualised responses and meaning by applying diverse materials, techniques, technologies 
and art processes. On their individual journey of exploration, students learn to communicate personal thoughts, 
feelings, ideas, experiences and observations. In responding to artworks, students investigate artistic expression and 
critically analyse artworks in diverse contexts. They consider meaning, purposes and theoretical approaches when 
ascribing aesthetic value and challenging ideas. Students interact with artists, artworks, institutions and communities 
to enrich their experiences and understandings of their own and others’ art practices.  

Visual Art uses an inquiry learning model, developing critical and creative thinking skills and individual responses 
through developing, researching, reflecting and resolving. Through making and responding, resolution and display of 
artworks, students understand and appreciate the role of visual art in past and present traditions and cultures, as 
well as the contributions of contemporary visual artists and their aesthetic, historical and cultural influences.  

 
Semester 1 2023 

Unit 3: Art as Knowledge 

In Unit 3, students frame a self-directed inquiry question in response to a teacher-facilitated direct stimulus or 
first-hand experience. Through independent investigation of their inquiry question and application of critical 
thinking skills, students build knowledge about art, artist and audience to generate a personal focus and 
commence a body of work. They explore the concept ‘art as knowledge’ as they employ new knowledge inspired 
by their personal interests, beliefs and observations of the world. 
 
Students use the contemporary, personal, cultural and/or formal contexts to study selected artists and explore 
expression, different layers of meaning and diverse interpretations of artworks. In this unit, students enrich their 
knowledge and aesthetic experience of their world through making and responding. Informed by their knowledge 
of art practices, experiences, history and influences, they embark on a body of work that visually and intellectually 
engages the audience — perhaps through sensory experiences, or by provoking conversation, inspiring action or 
challenging expectations. 
Students use inquiry learning to develop, research, reflect and resolve artworks using visual language, media areas 
and approaches selected for effective communication of intended meaning and their acquired knowledge. They 
recognise that art knowledge can be constructed and imaginative. Constructed knowledge challenges perceptions 
and the status quo, is intellectually engaging, innovative, provocative, can present alternative futures, and may 
involve interpretation from a different context. Imaginative knowledge can entertain, express, record, invent, 
encapsulate the human condition, and may require the suspension of disbelief. Students may connect to other 
learning and subject disciplines to enrich their intellectual inquiry and approaches. 
As audience, students consider what one can learn from works of art and how prior knowledge of culture and 
society influences our systems of decoding visual language. As artists, students consider what knowledge an artist 
requires to inform their art practice, and what knowledge and understanding an artwork can convey. 
 
IA1 – Investigation 
1000-1500 words, 8-10 A4 pages, or 7-9 minutes 
 
IA2 – Project 
Resolved artwork, 150 word artist statement for singular works or collection, 200 words annotations 
 
 

 

Semester 1 Course Overview 

Faculty:   The Arts 

Subject:  Visual Art 

Year level:  12 

 


