
 

 

 

 

 

Modern History is a discipline-based subject where students examine traces of humanity’s recent past so they may form their 
own views about the Modern World. Through Modern History, students’ curiosity and imagination is invigorated while their 
appreciation of civilisation is broadened and deepened. Students learn that the past is contestable and tentative. They discover 
how the past consists of various perspectives and interpretations. Modern History distinguishes itself from other subjects by 
enabling students to empathise with others and make meaningful connections between the past, present and possible futures. 
 
Modern History has two main aims. First, Modern History seeks to have students gain historical knowledge and understanding 
about some of the main forces that have contributed to the development of the Modern World. Second, Modern History aims to 
have students think historically and form a historical consciousness in relation to these same forces. Both aims complement and 
build on the learning covered in the Australian Curriculum: 7–10 History . The first aim is achieved through the thematic 
organisation of Modern History around four of the forces that have helped to shape the Modern World — ideas, movements, 
national experiences and international experiences. In each unit, students explore the nature, origins, development, legacies 
and contemporary significance of the force being examined. The second aim is achieved through the rigorous application of 
historical concepts and historical skills across the syllabus. To fulfil both aims, Modern History uses a model of inquiry learning. 
 

Unit 2:  

In Unit 2, students form their own knowledge and understanding about movements that have emerged in the Modern World. 
The movements examined include actions or activities on a local, national or international level that are directed towards a 
particular social purpose. Often the social purpose has been to make the world more inclusive, liberal, equitable, egalitarian 
or accessible through the removal of discrimination and exploitation based on some form of prejudice, e.g. ableism, anti-
Semitism, classism, homophobia, Islamophobia, racism, sexism, transphobia or xenophobia. Students apply historical 
concepts and historical skills to explore the nature, origins, development, legacies and contemporary significance of these 
movements within selected historical contexts, e.g. movements for independence, civil rights or some other form of political 
and social change.  

Key inquiry questions for this unit:  
• To what extent did the movements under investigation help to shape the Modern World? 
• How did these movements influence the development of the Modern World?  

Students will complete two topics –  
• Topic 1: Australian Indigenous rights movement since 1967 (Australian referendum of 1967 takes place)  
 Aspect of the Topic: Stolen Wages  

• Topic 2: Independence movement in India, 1857–1947 (Sepoy Rebellion – Indian Independence Act 1947)  
 Aspect of the Topic: Significance of the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930–1940s)  

 
Assessment: 
FA3:  Investigation – independent source investigation  
FA4:  Examination – essay in response to historical sources  

Unit 3: 

In Unit 3, students form their own knowledge and understanding about national experiences that have emerged in the 
Modern World. The national experiences examined may include crises that have confronted nations, their responses to these 
crises, and the different paths nations have taken to fulfil their goals. These national experiences consist of, for example: civil 
wars, immigration policies, electoral campaigns and major economic events. Students apply historical concepts and historical 
skills to explore the nature, origins, development, legacies and contemporary significance of these national experiences 
within selected historical contexts.  

Key inquiry questions for this unit:  
• To what extent did the national experiences under investigation help to shape the Modern World? 
• How did these national experiences influence the development of the Modern World?  

Students will complete two topics –  
• Topic 5: Germany,1914–1945 (World War I begins – World War II ends)  
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 Aspect of the Topic: Social Impact of Nazism in Society, 1933-1945 (Hitler Youth, Women, Military, 
Persecution)  

• Topic 7: Soviet Union, 1920s–1945 (Russian Civil War ends – World War II ends)   
 Aspect of the Topic: Stalinism of the 1930s – Blood & Progress (Industrialisation, Agricultural Revolution, 

Great Purge/Terror)  
 
Assessment:  Summative assessment to be submitted in Year 12 
IA1: Examination — essay in response to historical sources (25%)  
IA2: Investigation — independent source investigation (25%) 

 

 

 


