
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Curriculum Focus: The Modern World and Australia  

The Year 10 curriculum provides a study of the history of the modern world and Australia from 1918 to the present, with an 

emphasis on Australia in its global context. The twentieth century became a critical period in Australia’s social, cultural, 

economic and political development. The transformation of the modern world during a time of political turmoil, global conflict 

and international cooperation provides a necessary context for understanding Australia’s development, its place within the Asia-

Pacific region, and its global standing. 

The content provides opportunities to develop historical understanding through key concepts, including evidence, continuity 

and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability. These concepts may be investigated 

within a particular historical context to facilitate an understanding of the past and to provide a focus for historical inquiries. 

The history content at this year level involves two strands: Historical Knowledge and Understanding and Historical Skills. These 

strands are interrelated and should be taught in an integrated way, and in ways that are appropriate to specific local contexts. 

The order and detail in which they are taught are programming decisions. 

Key Inquiry Questions 

A framework for developing students’ historical knowledge, understanding and skills is provided by inquiry questions through 

the use and interpretation of sources. The key inquiry questions at this year level are: 

• How did the nature of global conflict change during the twentieth century? 

• What were the consequences of World War II? How did these consequences shape the modern world? 

• How was Australian society affected by other significant global events and changes in this period?  

Two of the four Depth Units studied in Year 10 will follow the Australian Curriculum:  

a) World War II (1939-45): Emphasis on the Pacific Theatre of War and Australia’s Involvement  

b) Rights and Freedoms (1945 – the present): Indigenous Civil Rights (Australia and Abroad)   

Introduction: Overview of the Modern World and Australia (until Outbreak of WWII) 

The following content is taught as part of an overview for the historical period; it is not intended to be taught in depth. 
Overview content identifies important features of the period (1918 to 1939) as part of an expansive chronology that helps 
students understand broad patterns of historical change. As such, the overview provides the broader context for the teaching 
of depth study content and can be built into various parts of a teaching and learning program. This means that overview 
content can be used to give students an introduction to the historical period; to make the links to and between the depth 
studies, and to consolidate understanding through a review of the period. This content will focus on the inter-war years 
between World War I and World War II, including the Treaty of Versailles, the Roaring Twenties and the Great 
Depression (ACOKFH018)  

Unit 1: World War II (Australia and the Pacific Theatre of War)  

Students investigate wartime experiences through a study of World War II in depth. This includes a study of the causes, 
events, outcome and broader impact of the conflict as an episode in world history, and the nature of Australia’s involvement. 
The Pacific Theatre of War will be the primary focus as the European Theatre of War is covered in the Year 12 Modern History 
Curriculum when Nazi Germany is explored.  
 
In this depth study students will investigate the following key questions: 

• How did the nature of global conflict change during the twentieth century? 

• What were the consequences of World War II? How did these consequences shape the modern world  

 

Semester 1 Course Overview 

Faculty:   Humanities 

Subject:  History 

Level:   Year 10  

 

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACOKFH018


 

 

The depth study investigates wartime experiences through a study of World War II. This includes a study of the causes, 

events, outcome and broader impact of the conflict as an episode in world history, and the nature of Australia’s involvement. 

The content provides opportunities to develop historical understandings through the key concepts of evidence, continuity 

and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability.  

Key learning: 

• Brief Introduction to Communism and Fascism  

• Causes of World War II  

• Course of events during World War II (Hitler & the European Theatre of War) 

• Rise of Imperialist and Fascist Japan  

• Course of events during World War II (Japan & the Pacific Theatre of War) 

• International relationships during World War II  

• The fall of Singapore and Australian POWs 

• Indigenous soldiers in World War II 

• The significance of Kokoda 

• The Australian home front 

• The Holocaust  

• Use of the Atomic Bomb 

 

Assessment: Stimulus Short Response Exam  

Unit 2: Rights and Freedoms  

The depth study investigates the background to and the struggle of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples for rights and freedoms from the 1930s to the 21st century, with a particular focus on the Stolen 
Generations and the Mabo decision. The influence on and parallels between the American Civil Rights Movement 
and the struggle for Indigenous Rights in Australia will also be explored. The continuing effort to secure civil rights 
and freedoms nationally and internationally will conclude the unit. The content provides opportunities to develop 
historical understandings through the key concepts of evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, 
perspectives, significance and contestability.  

In this depth study students will investigate the following key question:  

• How was Australian society affected by other significant global events and changes in this period?  

 

Assessment: Source Analysis Exam  

Students will have 2 x 60 minute lessons to complete an exam, analysing a seen source. Students are permitted to bring an 80 
word proforma into the exam 

 

 


